Didactic Production
Supporting teaching/learning through digital tools

Trainer: Rabia El Antaki. CRMEF Tangier
English Department 

By the end of the session, trainees will learn:

-The definition of digital literacy.
-The importance of digital literacy for teachers in a digital era.
-The efficiency of digital tools in supporting learning, managing classrooms and facilitating online practice.
-That digital tools are a double-edged sword that should be used moderately.
..............................................................................................................................................
By the end of the lesson, trainees will be able to:

1- Provide a short definition of what digital literacy means;
2- Recognize the importance of digital literacy in education;
3- Identify the different types of digital technology; 
Introduction 
It is really ironical that our lockdown because of this pandemic encompasses several benefits. Apart from all the good habits we lost with time and that we could recuperate, such as eating together, chatting face to face, taking some time to meditate or read, we have been able to resort to online teaching and learning. So, we might consider ourselves lucky to live in a digital world that takes us beyond the classroom. While our parents and grandparents resorted to very limited teaching and learning tools, as digital citizens, we are offered a myriad of means that are at the heart of today’s world, and now we can choose how we want to integrate digital tools into our classroom, to support learning, manage our classroom or facilitate online practice .Hence, we need to be productive and organized so that we can  understand the need to support teaching and learning with new  digital means liable to  help us present more effective  learning experiences.
Remember the famous quote by John Dewey ‘if we teach today’s students as we taught yesterday’s, we rob them of tomorrow’. Using this Google classroom and opting for this session about Supporting teaching/learning through digital tools are in sheer alignment with the spirit of Dewey’s quote. 
This course of didactic production will focus on whatever possible tools you can use to produce effective materials for your students. We will start with digital tools as we want to seize this teachable moment (the lockdown). 

Our first reflective questions are: 
What does digital literacy for teachers mean? 
Why does it matter?
Watch the following recorded webinar 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RV7_VHBtzXU


A wrap up of today’s discussion about the webinar on digital resources. (by Jihane El Akkari)
Today we have learned that we, as teachers, should customize digital resources to be aligned with the curriculum standards. We should know how to be technologically innovative while at the same time adapt those digital resources to the educational context. This in turn will have the benefit of enhancing the teaching/learning process. The best digital resources are those that support the intended learning outcomes for learners. Digital resources should not be taken as ends in themselves but according to their usefulness and efficiency in enabling students to reach the outlined learning outcomes. They also should not come at the expense of pedagogical principles, but be in accordance with them; as such pedagogy should always come first.
Among the digital tools that can be used are: Google Translate, Quizzlet, Adobe Reader, Google Classroom and many others. Google Translate can help teach pronunciation, Quizzlet is a good tool for teaching vocabulary with flashcards, and Google Classroom is a useful interactive platform for e- learning. Kahoot is another platform for learning that is game-based and helpful for students.
Another useful app is Virtual City Tour, which teaches trips and sightseeing. Digital tools however are a double-edged sword and teachers may often fall into some pitfalls while using them. E-safety, for instance; they may not know to what extent personal information is kept
private, the availability of the platform and whether it is free or hacked or just a trial license. Lack of digital literacy may lead teachers to poorly use the digital tool, which will affect classroom management and may lead to disruption and misbehavior. Using these tools could also have adverse results, such as promote laziness and cheating and be a distraction rather than an efficient tool for learning.  Thus it is important for teachers to take ethical aspects of using digital tools; e-safety, data, availability and support.

    
